Introduction
Laminin, a large and complex glycoprotein, is present as a major component in basal laminae (Timpl et al., 1979; Foidart et al., 1980; Hogan et al., 1984) . It has been shown to promote peripheral neurite outgrowth in culture (Baron van Evercooren et al., 1982; Manthorpe et al., 1983; Lander et al., 1983) and to guide axons ofcentral neural tissue explants when incorporated into cultune media (Shmalheiser et al., 1984; Hammarback et al., 1985) .
Schwann cells and astrocytes have been shown by immunoflourescence to synthesize laminin in culture (Cornbrooks et al., 1983, Palm and Furcht, 1983; Liesi, 1984) and in situ in response to tissue injuries (Bignami et al., 1984; Liesi et al., 1984; Bernstein et al., 1985) , and immunofluorescence studies have shown laminin in the pen-and endoneurium of the peripheral nervous system and in the meninges and around cerebral blood vessels. The staining in these locations was ascribed to basal laminae found there (Cornbrooks et al., 1983; Palm and Furcht, 1983; Bignami et al., 1984) , although the methods used were not able to resolve the basal lamina and the location could therefore not be definitively established.
Precise localization of laminin in the nervous system may help to delineate its role in the organization of neural tissue, both normally and under abnormal conditions. To this end, we developed a method to visualize laminin distribution in nervous system tis-intracellular label was seen even in freeze-thawed/detergent-permeabilized specimens.
In the penineurium, only the basal l.amina of the inward-facing surface of the innermost cell layer was usually stained.
(JHiswchem
Cytochem 34:1691, 1986 The differences in width of the lucent bands and the dense bands in the respective preparations were significant at the 1% level.
Reaction product was consistently found in the basal laminae around Schwann cells surrounding unmyclinated and myelinated nerve fibers ( Figure  7) , but fibroblasts and interstitial connective tissue spaces were generally free of immunoreaction product (Figure 7) . Collagen fibrils in the interstitial connective tissue were usually not immunostained ( Figure  6 ), and those that appeared dense were located adjacent to intensely antilaminin-stained basal laminae ( Figure  8) .
In initial segments, as in neuronal penikarya, laminin was ab- the stain for laminin ( Figure  13 ). 3 Histochem Cytochem
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